
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
  Patriarchs—WEEK 2 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
God is good!  How has God blessed you this week? 
 
The promises of great nation (God showed Abraham the new land—the Promised 
Land) and great name (God gave Abraham a son, Isaac, which will make      
Abraham’s name great through many descendants) have been worked into the 
covenant between God and Abraham, but the last and best promise, of universal 
blessing to the whole human family, has not.   
 
God wanted to help Abraham strengthen his faith, so God tested him by asking 
Abraham to sacrifice his son.  Abraham took his son Isaac to Mt. Moriah.  After 
they built an altar, Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac when suddenly an angel 
stopped him and a ram was seen in the thicket and used for the sacrifice instead.   
 
God was pleased that Abraham was willing to obey.  Then God reminded      
Abraham once again that because he trusted God and obeyed him, God would 
bless him with many grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and they would live 
in the land God gave them, and all nations of the earth would be blessed through 
them. 
 
 
Discussion with your Family: 
Why does God sometimes make us wait for things? 
 
How do you trust God in your own life? 
 
Discuss if it is easy or hard to obey God, and give examples. 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Peter Claver 
 
Feast Day: September 9 
 
Have you ever been really, really thirsty? Maybe you were hiking or mowing the yard on a hot 
summer day. Maybe you just came in from the playground or off the basketball court. Think 
how good a drink of cold water would be. If some kind person brought you water, how would 
you feel? Peter Claver was that sort of person. Peter felt he was called to be a missionary. When 
he was 29 years old, Peter left his home in Spain and went to Cartagena (in what is now        
Colombia), South America. There he continued his studies and was ordained a priest. 

Cartagena was a busy city, but its economic success came from 
dealing in human misery. Cartagena was the main market for 
the slave trade in the New World. Hundreds of thousands of 
people were brought there from Africa, herded into warehouses, 
and auctioned off to the highest bidder. They had been captured, 
chained together, crowded onto ships, and neglected during the 
long journey to South America. The conditions were so terrible 
that an estimated one-third of the captives died during the    
journey. 

Whenever a ship carrying Africans arrived in port, Peter was 
there. He would hurry down with a jug of water, and a basket 
full of medicine, fruit, bread, and clothing. He would greet the 
slaves by giving them a drink of water. His first concern was to 
tend to their human needs—to ease their suffering and somehow 
restore their sense of dignity. He saw the suffering Jesus in the 
people he served. And he heard in their cry: “What you do for 
others, you do for me.” Peter nursed many back to health and, 
while they were in warehouses awaiting their sale, he told them that Jesus loved them and gave 
them the sacraments. 

Peter Claver could not eliminate the strong hold that slavery had on society. The hearts and the 
consciences of many people had been so hardened that they refused to see this evil of slavery in 
their midst. But Peter did what he could. He tried to be a visible sign that the African slaves 
were indeed human beings, children of God. By bringing the love of Jesus to them, he was         
laying the foundations of justice and charity for the future. During his 40 years in Colombia, 
Peter Claver baptized nearly 300,000 Africans. 

A man of deep prayer, unbounded energy, and steady devotion, Peter Claver realized that it was 
his relationship with Christ that nourished his spirit and gave him the courage to go on when so 
many problems surrounded his work. When he died the city that had opposed so many of his 
efforts honored him. 

 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-peter-claver 



GOSPEL READING 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 19, 2017 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "A man going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions 
to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, 
the one who received two made another two. But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 
and buried his master's money. 
 
After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. The one who had       
received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I 
have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in 
small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who had received 
two talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have made two more.' His master 
said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you 
great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who had received the one talent came forward 
and said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where 
you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is back.' His master said 
to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did 
not scatter?  Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on 
my return?  Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten. For to everyone who has, more will 
be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And throw this 
useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'" 
  
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111917.cfm 

Family Connection 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks about the correlation between faithfulness and responsibilities. 
Family life provides many opportunities to illustrate this connection for children. As children 
prove themselves trustworthy, they can be trusted to take on greater responsibilities. Jesus 
teaches us in this parable that when we show ourselves to be trustworthy in small matters, we 
can be trusted to participate in greater matters of responsibility. 

As you gather as a family, take some time to recall how each child in the family has matured 
and can now be trusted with greater responsibilities. 

Say: In today’s Gospel, Jesus talked about how our trustworthiness in small matters shows 
that we can also be trusted to share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven. Read 
Matthew 25:14-30. Say: We share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven when we 
use our talents to help and serve others. 

As a family, choose one thing to do this week to serve others. Conclude in prayer together,   
asking God’s help so that your family may serve others more faithfully. 
 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/33rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a
-sunday-connection 


